Bird- Safe Buildings Cost Less
Glass-Clad Walls Costs About Twice Other Options
One basic bird-safe building design strategy is to minimize the amount of reflective material, principally glass, in the first 50-100 feet. This comparison shows that building with other wall-cladding systems is much cheaper.
A study  compared wall cladding costs in several southeastern markets on a per square foot basis. The information below was extracted from the study.  Only the New Orleans prices are shown.  A second study in the Midwest reached the same conclusion.

	
	
	Cost per sq. ft
	% of glass cladding

	
	
	
	

	Hardcoat Simulated Stucco
	 
	$14.25
	27%

	Pre-Cast Concrete Tilt-Up Fluted Panels
	 
	$16.66
	31%

	Industrial Ribbed Metal Siding
	 
	$17.10
	32%

	8" Split Face [Colored]
	 
	$18.15
	34%

	12' Split Face Block
	 
	$19.61
	37%

	Brick Veneer & Wood Stud
	 
	$20.02
	38%

	Block Veneer & Metal Stud
	 
	$20.06
	38%

	Brick Veneer & Metal Stud
	 
	$20.54
	39%

	Utility Brick [Joint Reinforcing]
	 
	$21.12
	40%

	Hollow Structural Brick
	 
	$21.68
	41%

	Stucco on CMU
	 
	$23.61
	45%

	Ground Face Block
	 
	$24.18
	46%

	Utility Brick & Block Cavity Wall
	 
	$24.67
	47%

	Block & Block cavity wall
	 
	$27.38
	52%

	Brick & Block Barrier Wall
	 
	$28.53
	54%

	Metal Curtain Wall
	 
	$39.95
	76%

	Glass Curtain Wall
	 
	$52.89
	100%

	Granite or Marble Panel
	 
	$75.67
	143%



Prepared by Jim Cubie, J.D. consultant to the Acopian Center for Ornithology at Muhlenberg College
Southeast Study  see https://ornithologycenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Commercial-Wall-Cost-Study.pdf

Midwest Study  https://ornithologycenter.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/05/Brick-is-expensive-right_-You-might-be-surprised.pdf
